
NGC News 

Hurricane Katrina 

All of us at the Certified Collectibles Group extend our deepest 
sympathy and heartfelt concern to all those affected by Hurricane 
Katrina. The devastation and aftermath is unimaginable, and we are 
hoping for the most expedited recovery possible. 

Read this article... 

NGC Grading Onsite at Long Beach 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at The Long Beach 
Show in Long Beach, California, September 21-24, 2005. 

Read this article... 

PMG Now Grading World Currency 

As of September 1, 2005, PMG is grading World Notes and US 
Obsolete Currency. All notes graded by PMG are referenced by 
catalogue number on the certification label. 

Read this article... 

The Last Half Dimes 

The future of the silver half dime looked bright in 1860, when the U. S. 
Mint debuted a new version of the familiar Seated Liberty design. 
Read this article... 

Registry News: New Registry Set Categories Now Open 

We are continuing to expand the collecting options for our members. 
The long awaited Canadian coin registry is open and the following 
sets have been created: 


Read this article... 

Registry News: The 2005 NGC Registry Awards 

Is your set a winner? Find out by participating in NGC's 2005 Registry 
Awards. We're looking for the top sets in the world—and as the most 
inclusive registry in the hobby NGC will see thousands of world-class 
sets. Make sure yours are among them, and see if your collection has 
what it takes! 

Read this article... 

Katrina's Power: Can't Slow Market 

Our hearts and prayers go out to those suffering from the devastating 
Hurricane Katrina. While the numismatic community will mourn with 
millions of others who have to rebuild their lives, we are finding many 
numismatists willing to offer help to those who are unfortunate enough 
to have been distressed by the hurricane and her aftermath. 

Read this article... 
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Hurricane Katrina 


Posted on 9/1/2005 

All of us at the Certified Collectibles Group extend our deepest sympathy and 
heartfelt concern to all those affected by Hurricane Katrina. The devastation and 
aftermath is unimaginable, and we are hoping for the most expedited recovery 
possible. 

All of us at the Certified Collectibles Group extend our deepest sympathy and 
heartfelt concern to all those affected by Hurricane Katrina. The devastation and 
aftermath is unimaginable, and we are hoping for the most expedited recovery 
possible. 


We have created a Community Bulletin on our Message Boards for collectors and 
dealers to post temporary contact information and details about business 
interruptions. You can post directly by visiting the boards, or we can add a post for 
you. Please contact Customer Service to have your post added. 


Hurricane Katrina Community Bulletins 


Additionally, The Certified Collectibles Group conducted a 
donation drive and offered to match donations to the 
American Red Cross made by its Authorized Dealers, 
Collectors’ Society and Message Board Members. 

This donation drive ended Thursday September 15th and 
we are pleased to report that the final donation total was 
$16,881.00. A portion of this amount was raised during an 
auction held by NGC on the message boards. All proceeds 
from the auction were donated to the American Red Cross. 



The Certified Collectibles Group made its matching donation of $16,881 to the 
American Red Cross on September 19th. 





Thank you to all who participated in this donation drive! 
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NGC Grading Onsite at Long 
Beach 


Posted on 9/1/2005 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at The Long Beach Show in 
Long Beach, California, September 21-24, 2005. 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at The Long Beach Show in 
Long Beach, California, September 21-24, 2005. In addition to the $100 and $65 
Same Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $40 Same Day 
Gold Special. NGC will be at tables 458-557. Please read below for complete 
details: 

$100 Same Day Special: 

$100 per coin for all coins over $1500 in value 

$65 Same Day Special: 

$65 per coin for all coins valued at $1500 or less 

$40 Same Day Gold Show Special: 

$40 per coin for all Gold coins valued at $1000 or less; 5 coin minimum 

Guaranteed delivery (within four hours of submission at shows) may be 
purchased for $150 per coin under NGC's Expedite Service. 

Please check with NGC show representatives for daily cut-off times. 
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PMG Now Grading World 
Currency 

Posted on 9/1/2005 


As of September 1, 2005, PMG is grading World Notes and US Obsolete 
Currency. All notes graded by PMG are referenced by catalogue number on the 
certification label. 


Completion of Service Expansion Includes World 
Currency and US Obsolete Currency 

As of September 1, 2005, PMG is grading World 
Notes and US Obsolete Currency. All notes graded 
by PMG are referenced by catalogue number on the certification label. For World 
submissions, Pick numbers will be used except for Bank of Canada and Dominion 
of Canada, where Charleton numbers will be used. For US Obsolete Currency, 
Haxby numbers will be used when appropriate as well as Criswell and State 
references. 



Glen Jorde, PMG Manager comments that “We are 
the first paper money grading service offering a 
comprehensive guarantee to grade World notes, and 
have nearly half of a million varieties in our database 
As with US notes, we will be using the 70-point 
Sheldon system for our grades. This is an important 
milestone, not only for PMG but for paper money 
collectors as well.” Jorde further comments that collectors should “expect 
accuracy and consistency in all of our services. We feel PMG will add value to all 
rare and high grade currency.” 

World and Canadian notes should be submitted for grading on a World 
Submission form. US Large and Small Size, Obsolete, Fractional, Confederate, 
and Colonial Currencies should be submitted on a US Submission form. Contact 







PMG customer service for more information at 1-877-PMG-5570 or by email at 

service@PMGnotes.com. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



VCoins 


MA^SHOPS SIXBID.COM View All > 

Collector Online Mall 


o © o© 


®NCS &PMG SCGC' SCCS SASG" 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


= United States 






Sign In 


oaNGC 


® 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



The Last Half Dimes 


Posted on 9/1/2005 

The future of the silver half dime looked bright in 1860, when the U. S. Mint 
debuted a new version of the familiar Seated Liberty design. 

The future of the silver half dime looked bright in 1860, when the 
U. S. Mint debuted a new version of the familiar Seated Liberty 
design. Nearly two million examples were coined through the 
combined efforts of the Philadelphia and New Orleans Mints, the 
latter never coining half dimes again. All of these pieces had the 
national legend UNITED STATES OF AMERICA placed 
prominently around the figure of Liberty, the Mint seemingly 
oblivious to the Act of January 18, 1837 requiring that this legend appear on the 
coin's reverse. 

Another feature that distinguished the new half dimes was an elaborate wreath of 
American agricultural products. This was substituted for the plain olive wreath of 
earlier Seated Liberty half dimes. The coin's date and value remained in the same 
locations, though the mintmark was relocated below the wreath's bow. Formerly, it 
had been above the bow. When the San Francisco Mint experienced difficulty in 
striking half dimes with a clear mintmark, this feature was briefly returned to its 
former location for a single batch of dies used in 1870-72. There was no 
noticeable improvement, so the 'S' mintmark was returned to its 1860 position 
below the bow for the remainder of the 1872 coinage. The 1873-S half dimes 
likewise had their mintmark below the bow, and coinage of this denomination 
ceased forever after that year. 

The original version of the Seated Liberty half dime had been created by Christian 
Gobrecht, but his models were used only for the coinage of 1837-40. Stars were 
added by hand to each individual obverse die beginning in 1838, but it was not 
until a complete remodeling of this type was performed by Robert B. Hughes in 
mid-1840 that the stars were incorporated into the obverse model. In this form, the 
half dime was coined through 1859, with arrowheads being added to the coins of 


David Lange 

|H| 





1853-55 to proclaim a weight reduction. The 1859-0 half dimes retained Hughes' 
version of the Seated Liberty figure, while those coined at Philadelphia that year 
featured a new figure by Anthony C. Paquet, as well as hollow-center stars unique 
to this date. 

An assistant engraver at the U. S. Mint from 1857 to 1864, Paquet was largely 
unsuccessful in getting his designs approved for circulating coinage. In the case 
of the half dime, his somewhat stiff figure of Liberty was dropped after its single 
usage in 1859. When the national legend was transferred to the obverse in 1860, 
the Hughes' rendition of Liberty returned. Paquet, however, was successful in 
securing his artwork for the coin's reverse. The elaborate wreath of cotton, corn, 
wheat and tobacco, though attributed to James B. Longacre by Cornelius 
Vermeule and other researchers, is almost certainly the work of Paquet. This 
attribution is reinforced by the style of lettering used on the half dimes of 1860-73. 
Tall and narrow, this font was a hallmark of Paquet's work, and it appears on both 
the obverse and reverse of the “Legend Obverse” half dimes. 

No sooner had coinage of this final half dime design commenced than the nation's 
economy was turned upside down. The onset of America's Civil War in April of 
1861 soon led to the introduction of paper currency by both sides as a means of 
financing the war. While the first issue of United States currency was redeemable 
in coin, most of the notes that followed were not, and banks soon suspended all 
payments of specie (gold and silver coins). That caused widespread hoarding 
and/or exporting of coins, the little half dime included. 

From the late spring of 1862 onward, no gold or silver coins were circulating in 
most of the nation. Americans had to made do with fractional paper currency and 
an assortment of tokens. Only in the Far West did a coin economy survive, but 
here the humble half dime was a pariah. In the inflated economy of the West, the 
lowest value coin in circulation was the dime. Mark Twain provided an amusing 
account of his attempt in the mid-1860s to spend a half dime in California, with the 
recipient gazing upon it with a blend of amazement and contempt. 

Given this situation, it's surprising to discover that the greater part of half dime 
coinage in the years 1862-69 was effected at the San Francisco Mint. What 
purpose did these shunned coins serve? Well, it seems that their greatest utility 
there was as items of jewelry. A popular fad of the time was to drill holes into half 
dimes for suspension as charms. Countless thousands suffered this fate, while 
relatively few circulated domestically. Many others were exported to Canada and 
Latin America, where their usefulness as money was better appreciated. 


The half dime denomination was terminated by the Act of February 12, 1873, by 



which time its place had been taken quite successfully by the copper-nickel five- 
cent piece. Half dimes were withdrawn from circulation by the Treasury and 
melted for decades afterward, leaving only a portion of the original mintage in the 
hands of collectors. 

And what became of the thousands of half dimes holed for suspension? After the 
fad for such pieces had come and gone, these mutilated coins, ineligible for 
redemption, were shipped to the West Indies in vast numbers. There they 
circulated for years afterward at the value of 2-1/2 cents, according to a 1900 
account in the Havana Post. 

David W. Lange's column "USA Coin Album" appears monthly in Numismatist, the 
official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Registry News: New Registry Set 
Categories Now Open 

Posted on 9/1/2005 


We are continuing to expand the collecting options for our members. 

The long awaited Canadian coin registry is open and the following sets have been 
created: 

We are continuing to expand the collecting options for our members. 

The long awaited Canadian coin registry is open and the following sets have been 
created: 


• Canada Sovereigns 

• Canada $5 Gold 

• Canada $10 Gold 


Additionally, you can now register your China Pandas. The following set types 
have been created: 


• Silver 10Y Complete - This set includes varieties and commemoratives. 

• Silver 10Y 

• Silver 5Y 

• Gold 1/20 oz 

• Gold 1/10 oz 

• Gold Va oz 

• Gold 14 oz 

• Gold 1 oz 


And for those who collect 1900-O/CC Dollars by VAM, we created: 
• 1900-O/CC Morgan Dollar TOP-100 VAM set 




To learn more about the NGC Registry, just select 'Registry' from the NGC 

homepage. 
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Registry News: The 2005 NGC 
Registry Awards 

Posted on 9/1/2005 


Is your set a winner? Find out by participating in NGC's 2005 Registry Awards. 
We're looking for the top sets in the world—and as the most inclusive registry in 
the hobby NGC will see thousands of world-class sets. Make sure yours are 
among them, and see if your collection has what it takes! 

Deadline for set registration is December 16 

Is your set a winner? Find out by participating in NGC's 2005 Registry Awards. 

We're looking for the top sets in the world—and as the most inclusive registry in 
the hobby NGC will see thousands of world-class sets. Make sure yours are 
among them, and see if your collection has what it takes! 

Awards will be presented for competitive sets: 

• The FIVE Best CLASSIC Sets: 1792-1964 

• The FIVE Best MODERN Sets: 1950 to Date (including Jefferson Nickels 
and Roosevelt Dimes) 

• The FIVE Best PRESENTED Sets (Sets with the best descriptive text and 
coin images) 

Additionally, we will award four outstanding Signature Sets for: 

• The Best Overall Signature 

• The Best World Signature 

• The Most Creative Signature 

• The Most Informative Signature 

Take the honors in one of these categories, and you'll receive a personalized 
plaque, an icon of recognition next to your set's registry listing, and up to 5 Deluxe 



PhotoProofs of NGC coins from your winning set. To participate, just enter your 
set online in the NGC Registry. Sets must be at least 50% complete to be eligible. 


To learn more about the NGC Registry just select 'Registry' from the NGC 
homepage. The deadline for set registration is December 16, 2005. Winners will 
be announced on January 4, 2006. 
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Katrina's Power: Can't Slow 
Market 


Posted on 9/1/2005 

Our hearts and prayers go out to those suffering from the devastating Hurricane 
Katrina. While the numismatic community will mourn with millions of others who 
have to rebuild their lives, we are finding many numismatists willing to offer help to 
those who are unfortunate enough to have been distressed by the hurricane and 
her aftermath. 

A guest article from NumisMedia 

Our hearts and prayers go out to those suffering from the devastating Hurricane 
Katrina. While the numismatic community will mourn with millions of others who 
have to rebuild their lives, we are finding many numismatists willing to offer help to 
those who are unfortunate enough to have been distressed by the hurricane and 
her aftermath. There are people who care. 

Despite the massive destruction and loss of life left in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina, the coin market continues to show many advances to the FMV. 

Summer is over and school is back in session; the coin market seems to be 
moving back to normalcy as the last few months of the year typically find major 
coin shows very active. There are several major auctions on the docket in the next 
couple of months and these should produce some thrilling acquisitions for the 
winning bidders. The Internet appears to be creating an enormous amount of 
sales as dealers and collectors are using the information-super-highway to initiate 
transactions. With the ability to send bigger-than-life photos, even expensive coins 
can be sold without much concern. However, dealers and collectors need to be 
somewhat apprehensive with unknown buyers. If you are dealing with previous 
customers, then sales can be safe. If the buyer is someone you do not know and 
has not been in business very long you should definitely get adequate references. 

There are many areas of the coin market continuing to attract collectors. The key 




dates in nearly every series are strong and dealers can usually receive premiums 
of the current Fair Market Value because there is so much competition for these 
elusive coins. This is one of the major areas that currently fuels this market. We 
are going to list some examples of key date issues with their grades and do a 
comparison of FMV from just one year ago. 


Denomination 

Grade 

Sept. 

■04 

Sept. 

■05 

1877 Indian Cent XF40 

$1,620 

$2,160 

1877 Indian Cent AU58 

$2,400 

$2,940 

1877 Indian Cent 

MS63 

$3,120 

$4,050 

1909 SVDB Cent MS60 

$1,190 

$1,330 

1909 SVDB Cent MS64 

$3,630 

$4,190 

1914 D Cent 

AU50 

$960 

$1,180 

1914 D Cent 

MS63 

$2,000 

$2,690 

1922 Strong Cent MS60 

$5,610 

$7,380 

1913 STII Buff 

AU50 

$425 

$530 

1913 STII Buff 

MS63 

$780 

$1,030 

1916/16 Buff 

AU50 

$23,130 

$29,380 

1918/17 D Buff 

MS63 

$44,380 

$51,880 

1916 D Mercury 

VF20 

$1,980 

$3,330 

1916 D Mercury 

MS60 

$5,640 

$10,200 

1921 Walker 

MS60 

$3,090 

$3,870 

1921 Walker 

MS63 

$7,280 

$8,320 

1921 D Walker 

MS60 

$3,480 

$4,260 

1921 D Walker 

MS63 

$8,780 

$10,400 

1921 S Walker 

XF40 

$4,140 

$4,620 

1893 S Morgan $ 

XF40 

$7,200 

$9,420 

1893 S Morgan $ 

MS60 

$60,630 

$78,130 

1894 Morgan $ 

XF40 

$1,320 

$1,980 

1894 Morgan $ 

MS63 

$4,910 

$5,720 

1911 D$2!4 

Gold 

AU50 

$1,380 

$3,450 

1911 D $2 y 2 

Gold 

MS60 

$5,190 

$7,810 

1909 0 $5 Gold 

AU50 

$2,550 

$4,200 

1909 0 $5 Gold 

MS60 

$6,810 

$15,630 


These are just some examples by grade and are by no means the exception; 
there are many other key dates within these series and other series as well that 
have advanced rather nicely. Most of these issues have seen nearly every grade 
advance within the last year. Also, with the FMV advancing as it has you might 
think that there would be more coins available as profits are taken; this has not 
been the case overall. We are not finding larger quantities of these coins available 
even as the FMV has risen. Keep in mind that the FMV prices that we report are 
for sight-seen coins. These are the coins most collectors acquire as they pursue 



their dreams. We do not allow the low-end coins to dictate the value of the 
majority of coins graded within a particular series and grade. 

One of the more interesting aspects of collecting key dates in better grades is that 
the higher you collect, the lower the potential for acquisition. This goes hand-in- 
hand with another method of collecting that has forced the coin market to even 
higher FMV levels -- the collector who pursues low-pop coins based on the 
census reports from the major grading services. This can be very important 
information and allows the collector (and dealer) to learn how many coins of a 
specific grade have gone through the certification system. This knowledge helps 
with potential availability and can be a determining factor in evaluating a coin. Any 
grading service that does not perform this method of record keeping and does not 
make it available to the public is doing a disservice to the numismatic community. 
NGC and PCGS both maintain these census reports for use by dealers and 
collectors alike. 

Many collectors, using the census reports to determine specific coins they would 
like to collect, are trying to acquire those issues that have very low population 
figures. That is, they are collecting coins that are not easy to locate and when the 
coins are available, the cost is usually above current FMV levels. However, many 
of these collectors are becoming specialists in these areas and they are quite 
aware of this catch-22. Moreover, they believe that most of these low-pop coins 
are the ones that have the most potential for future growth. 

One dilemma we face is the fact that low-pop coins obviously do not appear very 
often. So FMV levels can be somewhat disconcerting to the numismatist trying to 
determine a buy price for a coin that has not traded for a few years. If you use, for 
example, a mintage rarity coin of the late 1800s, with a population of three coins 
at the highest grade level and the last one traded at $50,000 five years ago, you 
might see a new trade at anywhere from $100,000 to $500,000 depending on the 
degree of demand. With the market the way it is now, the demand is more likely to 
continue as more collectors gain further knowledge. There is one contradiction to 
this example: the modern issue coinage where the collectors pursue the perfect 
coin in 70. The first coin certified by the grading services becomes quite rare and 
the price can be somewhat irrational. As more coins are graded, the value 
typically comes down to earth. Obviously, these coins will eventually seek their 
true value. Unlike the old-fashioned true rarities who seek their true value at 
higher levels of FMV. 

NumisMedia is the NGC Official Price Guide. 


This article is a guest article written by: 



m 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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